Wingtips
TOPIC: “BE PREPARED” for your ride.
Are you prepared for your ride? How do you prepare for a ride? Lets’ go over the steps.
First, is your motorcycle prepared?  Tires properly inflated and with sufficient tread? Brakes in good working order?  How ‘bout the lights? Brake lights? Turn signals?  All these are critical to the safe operation of the motorcycle.

Next, how about you? Are you well rested? Do you have the right frame of mind or is something weighing on you?  Are you taking any medications that might make you drowsy? Haven’t been drinking, have you?  Riding requires your FULL attention so anything that diminishes your ability to pay attention to the task limits your ability to safely operate your bike/trike.
Then there’s your emergency skills.  When is the last time that you PRACTICED emergency maneuvers? You know, things like swerving to avoid an obstacle in your path of travel. Emergency stopping, practiced that lately?  In about 13% of motorcycle crashes, the rider made NO attempt to avoid the crash; no swerving, no braking, just rode right into the collision.  Unfortunately, most riders NEVER practice emergency maneuvers.

Do you consciously practice your other riding skills? You know, things like your scanning for hazards, looking through turns, covering your controls as you approach congested areas, positioning yourself so you are as visible as possible, etc.  While all these things (and more) should be “second nature” focusing on them while you’re riding reinforces the action.
Now that we have covered the obvious what about the not so obvious. Like our riding gear. How long will you be gone on the ride? What is the expected temperatures? Is there elevation changes along the ride route? Is there rain in the forcast? Will you be riding after dark? These are conditions that change hourly when we are on a ride. It is nice and sunny at the house when we leave.  Then we run into that isolated summer shower in the valley or that surprise snow flurry in the mountains. Did we pack our rain gear? What about some heated gear for that 35 degree weather we just rode into.  We want to be prepared for these things as they come up.  Why? Our comfort is a big part of our safety. The more comfortable we are the more we will concentrate on our ride and what is going on around us. 
So let’s plan and be prepared for our ride. Always be safe by making the proper preparations before you leave.

Enjoy your ride. 
