                           RIDER EDUCATION PROGRAM

    In March 2003 after returning from a GWRRA Seminar, I introduced to the chapter the “Rider Safety Program”, with the support of the Chapter Director and those active in Chapter WA-H.  The program is up and running and I’d like to review the program in this article.

     The first step is LEVEL 1 (Safety By Commitment) is the most important step of the program. Level 1 is a commitment of being safe from that day on.  It means that those making this commitment will wear appropriate riding attire, check their bike IE: T-CLOCK inspection (if you need a copy of this feel free to ask me for a copy).  This really is the most important contribution we can make to our families, our chapter and ourselves.

     The second step LEVEL 2  (Safety By Education) builds on safety by commitment, because now we are in addition to committing ourselves to seek more education or knowledge, making ourselves better riders / co-riders, thus being safer on the road.  This step has us seeking out Co-Rider training Seminar training, ERC (Experience Rider Course – excellent course by the way), 2-UP ERC (Rider with Co-Rider Experience Course).  These courses need to be completed once every two years minimum, though I encourage anyone to take every advantage of these courses when available to you, also this LEVEL requires us to have a minimum of 5000 miles on the road (Hopefully they will be Safe Mileage).

     The third step LEVEL 3 (Safety By Preparedness), puts us in the “Prepared Mode” of “WHAT IF”, what if someone gets hurt, are we trained in CPR or First Aid and are we carrying equipment to assist IE: First Aid Kit or a CPR MASK to assist those riding with us or those whom we might encounter on road. Remember we represent GWRRA and lead by example, in teaching for the American Red Cross for over 12 years one of the biggest reasons I tell people to take these classes is because the chance of using these skills on someone close to is greater than assisting someone we don’t know.  It is my intentions to set these classes for the chapter when we can get a group together, and for those who have “TEST PHOBIA’S”, don’t worry; my attitude is that I will work with anyone who wants to learn these skills and pass the course.

     I’ve only gone over LEVELS 1,2,3 because to get to LEVEL 4, you have to be at LEVEL 3 for two years, and it is WA-H’s goal for 2003 to get as many people as we can to LEVEL 2 in 2003.  I am currently looking for instructors that can help us achieve these goals.

                                             Thank You

                                         Gary Pavone


                     Bellingham GWRRA Chapter Educator

