                     STATISTIC’S AND AWARENESS

     I was reading “WING WORLD”, May 2003 Edition article on page 4, “Who Cares”, when the statistic’s compiled by the NHTSA (National Highway Traffic Safety Administration) jumped right out at me, NHTSA cited that 2/3’s of car / motorcycle crashes were caused by drivers not motorcyclists, half  (1319) of all motorcycles involved  in fatal crashes in 1999 involved another motor vehicle,  2/3’s of these were impacted in the front.  In 38%  of these crashes the other motor vehicle turned left while the motorcycle was going straight, passing, or overtaking the vehicle, and in 23% (262) of these both vehicles were going straight.

     A study done in 1981 “ Motorcycle Accident Cause Factors and Identification of Countermeasures”, revealed that 64.7 % of the vehicle crashes with motorcycles were due to the actions of the driver of the motor vehicle.  Worse in 10.9% of the single-vehicle motorcycle crashes, another vehicle was at fault even though no contact occurred between the two.

     These statistic’s really hit home and backed up the need for courses like the ERC (Experience Rider Course) and Co-Rider training and the importance of these skills to ensure our survival on the road.

     I am grateful for the people that I have come in contact with that have taught and lit the fire to seek out more knowledge.  The people I am referring to are those who teach the MRC (Motorcycle Rider Course), ERC (Experience Rider Course) and whose in writing articles and books that have made available information allowing us to be better and safer Riders / Co-Riders.  I encourage and pray that those who riding motorcycles, regardless of the make or brand to take every opportunity to continue to learn and sharpen their skills, so they can be safe out there and enjoy the ride they take.

                           THANK YOU

                            Gary Pavone

        Bellingham GWRRA Chapter Educator

